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Flowers are blooming.  Spring is spreading her 
cloak of color over the landscape.  Weather is 
warming.  People are emerging.  Resurrection 
has arrived.  All around us is being reborn. 

Life continues to emerge in our church in this 
season of constant change.  And May is a 
merry month of activity and spirit.  Our Day to 
Love and Serve happens on May 3rd with the 
special presentation in worship, a pancake 
breakfast, opportunities to put our love into 
action to help our neighbors and neighbor-
hood and a phenomenal concert.  The next 
week we celebrate Mother’s day and the Festi-
val of the Christian Home.  Then on May 17th 
our 9th grade youth enter the next chapter in 
their journey of faith formation with Confirma-
tion Sunday.  The 24th is Memorial Day week-
end complete with our town parade.  On the 
31st we’ll celebrate graduates, one and all in 
worship.  After church we’ll gather as a con-
gregation to adopt our Statement of Mission 
and our Bylaw changes. 

Our Statement of Mission is a statement in 3 
parts.  The first section grounds us in the love 
of God.  It speaks of our experience of God’s 
love and of sharing God’s love.  It reminds us 
whose we are.  Our second section focuses 
that love in its expression through our unique 
historic identity as a church that truly and 
specifically welcomes all people into our jour-
ney of faith based on that love.  It reminds us 
who we are.  Our third section reminds us that 
that love, which forms our identity, is naturally 
expressed in works of compassion and justice.  
We gather intentionally as a caring community 
and we support each other as we bring that 
love beyond the bounds of church like a ripple 
that moves through our congregation, our 
town, our Commonwealth and our globe.  It 
reminds us what we are called to do. 

This Merry Month of May embodies that Mis-
sion, that constant thread throughout our 
church’s history, as we celebrate and serve 
together.  See you in church.       ~ Rev. Don 
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The Mission of the First 
Congregational Church of 
Hanover, United Church of 
Christ, is to make the love of 
God and the God of love 
known as both continue to be 
revealed to us.  We welcome 
all people into the full life and 
ministry of our church 
regardless of their age, 
gender, race, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, class or 
economic standing, because 
we believe that no matter 
who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.  We gather 
people together in God’s love 
that grounds us in a caring 
community and transforms 
our lives of faith.  We send 
people out to make a 
difference in the world 
through compassion and 
justice. 

Join us during worship as a special group of 
friends leads us through a faithful and insight-
ful program: “To Tell the Truth”   After wor-
ship we will gather for pancakes to 
strengthen and sustain us.  For after breakfast 
we’ll head out to our neighbors and neighbor-
hood to offer a helping hand.  (Bring gloves, 
rakes and bags)  There will be a group going 
to Mainspring house.  There will be some 
clean up at church.  There will be folks head-

ing to homes of our elder neighbors who 
need some help with Spring Cleaning.  There 
will be folks heading to some of our public 
parks to clean up the remnants of winter.   
The whole day will be capped off with an 
amazing concert by Bill Staines, nationally 
known folk singer.  (Tickets, $16, available 
through the church office…with some possi-
bly available at the door) 
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In June the Senior High Fellowship of the Hanover First Congre-
gational Church will embark on a mission trip to Mississippi to 
help victims of Hurricane Katrina. While much has been done 
to help those victimized by the hurricane, there is much to be 
done. 

The youth and their adult advisors have been making mission 
trips since 2004 to parts of the country where they make a 
difference in the lives of those in need. They have worked with 
inner city kids at summer day camps, served meals at homeless 
shelters, reclaimed abandoned inner city lots for gardens, 
helped repair and build homes, painted classrooms for after 
school programs and numerous other activities.  

These mission trips have provided our young people with some 
wonderful role models, whose caring and generosity make a 
huge impact on their community: people like Iris, whose ac-
tions turned a drug infested neighborhood full of abandoned 
lots into community gardens; or Ellen, a young mother who 
gave her own time and money to create a summer camp, 
where inner city kids can escape the poverty and crime of their 
Philadelphia neighborhoods and Kathleen who went to Missis-
sippi after hurricane Katrina to help the victims and founded 
the Hurricane Katrina Relief Organization, where she has be-
come a tireless advocate for those without a voice. 

You can become a part of the mission trip by becoming a stock-
holder. While the youth are asked to pay a portion of the trip 
costs, we rely on fundraisers to cover much of the cost. While 
your investment will help those who are still suffering from a 
devastating hurricane, it may also result in a life changing ex-
perience for our youth. Any gift you give will help make the trip 
a reality. 

As a stockholder, you will receive a note from our youth telling 
stories about the mission trip. You will also be invited to a din-
ner next fall where participates on the mission trip will share 
their experience with pictures and prose. The most important 
dividend that you will receive is knowing that your gift will help 
our youth to do justice, love kindness and to walk humbly with 
God. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please fill out this form with you donation and return it to the 
church office: 
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  ACTUAL ACTUAL  BUDGET 2009 
INCOME YTD 2009 2008 YTD 

Current Expense $63,040 $67,438 $73,500 
Building Fund $5,369 $7,212 $8,068 
Outreach  $7,134 $6,715 $8,208 
        

EXPENSES       
Current Expense $84,237 $83,568 $80,771 
Building Fund $2,726 $884 $7,467 
Outreach  $871 $1,297 $7,937 
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Local, National &  
International Outreach 

Focus On  
Community 
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Dear FCC Hanover UCC, 

Congratulations!  Your church is number 
8 in our 2009 Top Ten Blankets+ Banner 
Award Program.  Congratulations on 
your achievement and our deepest 
appreciation for your continued support!  
We want to share our enthusiasm for 
your placement in the Top Ten Churches 
by presenting your church and all those 
who supported the program a beautiful 
Blankets+ Award Banner.  Please accept 

this with our deepest appreciation.  Your 
faithful, ongoing support brings warmth 
and comfort to people in need.  Your 
gifts have made a major difference in the 
lives of disaster survivors, refugees and 
the homeless.  You have made a 
difference around the block and around 
the world!   

Thank you to each and everyone who 
continue to support the Blankets+ 
Program. 
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In our church the Deacon’s fund is the 
resource we use to help families in times 
of need.  We offer assistance to 
individuals or  families with young 
children.  We take an additional offering 
on Communion Sunday each month.  We 
will be receiving an offering for the 
Deacon’s Fund on May 3 in addition to 
our regular offering.  Your generosity will 
enable us to help those going through 
some very difficult times.   
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Three walkers have signed up for the 
20 mile walk on Sunday, May 3.  If 
interested in walking please talk to 
Ruth Hall or if you would like to 
sponsor one of the walkers sign-up 
sheets are located on a table in the 
Vestry. 

We had a wonderful workday in Hingham 
and have requested another date. Infor-
mation will be forthcoming as soon as 
possible.    

We are all looking forward to the day the 
building begins at the Hanover House, but 
volunteers are needed from our congrega-
tion:  

HABITAT VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 
NEEDED:   Please contact the church office 
if you would be willing to coordinate vol-
unteer workers on behalf of our church.  
More info to come for those who wish to 
volunteer after this position is filled.   

HABITAT MEAL COORDINATOR NEEDED:  
Please contact the church office if you 
would be willing to coordinate a coffee 
break and lunch for about 10 Habitat vol-
unteers when it is our church’s turn in the 
rotation (about every 5-6 weeks).  There 
will be sign-up sheets for those who wish 
to cook and bake after this position is 
filled.   

�	���	��

�������

Graduation celebrations and birthday 
parties  abound this time of year. 
Please think of Heifer Project as you 
are recycling your cans and bottles.   All 
of these can be left at Riley Hall for 
pickup.  Thanks to all who participate 
in this program.   We are aiming for an 
ARK, $5,000.   ~ Ruth Hall 
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FOOD BANK. Thank you to every one for 
their Maundy Thursday donation  to the 
Hanover Food Bank.   We received 81 
dollars  which will be put to  good use at 
the food pantry.    

CWS HYGIENE KITS. Thank you to all for 
your donations.  In May we will post a 
final count. 

Thank you and GOD Bless. ~ Karen Tripp  

Please consider an alternative gift for 
Mothers or Fathers Day.  A five dollar 
donation goes towards CWS.  It helps 
around the world to provide clean water 
good food and adequate health care to 
those in need.       
   ~ Karen Tripp 
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It was a beautiful spring day on Good 
Friday as the walkers traveled in and 
out of Wompatuck State Park.  An 
award was presented to David and 
Patti Vaughn for 20 years participation 
with Sharing.  Participating in the walk 
were Al Alexander, Rev. Meg Clapp, 
Ruth Hall, David and Dave Vaughn.  If 
you sponsored one of these walkers, 
please submit your pledge as soon as 
possible.  

THANK YOU TO ALL THE SPONSORS.  

�	�������	
�
June 20 is Hanover Day and we need you 
to represent our caring congregation to 
the community.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for our table, special events 
or a hospitality/welcome team, would 
you please indicate your interest on the 
sign up sheet in the Vestry?  It’s a great 
day of fun and community spirit! 
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There is no Search Committee for a 
settled Pastor yet.  The nominating 
committee has put together a slate of 
nominees to be on the Committee but 
until we adopt the new bylaw revisions, 
we will not be putting forth the names of 
the nominees to be elected to the 
Committee.  Once the bylaws are 
solidified, we will proceed. ~ Ted Adami 

An enjoyable summer time series read-
ing is Jan Karon's MITFORD YEARS. 
Here are two recent reviews of this six 
book series.  
REVIEW OF At Home in Mitford, Book 1 
Enter the world of Mitford and you will 
never want to leave.  Join Father Tim as 
he contends with life in this sleepy 
village suddenly awakened by a maverick 
dog the size of a Buick, a hostile young 
runaway and an attractive new neighbor.  
Add to this a potentially valuable paint-
ing, arson and unrequited love and you 
have an unforgettable novel rich in 
charm, and wit.   
REVIEW OF ENTIRE SERIES 
The simple life, oh how we all long for it, 
in Mitford you will find it.  The Mitford 

series tells the story of Father Tim, an 
Episcopal priest and his life in the small, 
southern town of Mitford.   The books 
are about the relationships and interac-
tions Father Tim has with friends, family 
and parishioners and how he lives out 
the Christian faith on an every day 
basis.  Not all of the people in the Mit-
ford series are Christians, so you will find 
people who have "un-Christian behav-
iors."  However, it is important to notice 
how Father Tim interacts with these 
people.   Instead of condemning them he 
reaches out to them and shares his faith 
when the opportunity arises.   Jan Karon 
writes in a style similar to the late Alf 
Wight aka James Herriot.  Jan weaves 
her Christian faith throughout the series 
in a way which is relevant to the 

reader.   Put the kettle on, make some 
tea, sit down in a cozy chair and become 
acquainted with the people who live in 
Mitford.   You'll be glad you did.  

EVERYONE AND I MEAN EVERYONE IN 
THE CONGREGATION is invited to the 
Annual YARD, POUND AND PAIR 
AUCTION to be held in the Church Vestry 
on Wednesday, May 20th at 7:30 pm.  
Admission is an item that is either a 
pound in weight, a yard long or a pair. 
This is an especially FUN evening - come 
and join us and see for yourself. 
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The Diaconate has chosen an Interim 
Pastor Search Committee to interview 
and hire an Interim pastor. 

Why must we have an Interim Pastor? 
Why not hire a settled Pastor? The best 
way to answer is to think in terms of 
loosing a friend or love one. The Interim 
is trained to guide our church through 
the grieving process over the loss of our 
friend it also provides a new sense of 
direction and a break from one pastor to 
the next so that the settled Pastor can 
start with a “clean slate”. It will allow the 
settled pastor search committee to take 
their time to recommend a suitable per-
son and not feel pressure to make a 
hasty and unwise choice. 

The Interim can not apply for the settled 
pastor position and will serve on average 
eighteen months to two years. The In-
terim will be a full time Pastor with all 
the duties to include leading the worship 

life of the church, pastoral care through 
visitation and counseling, officiating at 
weddings and funerals, attending board 
and committee meetings and providing 
leadership for church programs such as 
confirmation, bible study etc. 

The committee includes Priscilla 
Cedrone, Gary Talbot, Dick Bancroft, 
Mike Crosby, Ann Fraser, Amy Kelly, Al 
Alexander and two individuals from the 
congregation, Ruth Hall and Hal Thomas. 
Ruth and Hal were selected because of 
their involvement with our youth and 
mission trips. 

We will be meeting over the next two 
months and will give a periodic update 
of our progress. If you have any ques-
tions or what to talk about the process 
please feel free to ask or talk the com-
mittee members. 

Al Alexander, Co-chair Diaconate 
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F IRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Meaningful Worship 

May 3 - Communion and Deacon’s Fund Offering.  A Day of 
Love and Service after worship.   

May 10 - Mother’s Day 

May 17 - Confirmation Sunday 

May 31 - Communion and Deacon’s Fund Offering, New Mem-
bers join, Congregational Meeting and Baccalaureate 
Sunday 

June 7 - Church School Sunday and Kindergarten Graduation at 
10 am and All Church Carnival Picnic after worship 

June 14 - SUMMER HOURS BEGIN. One church service at 9:30 
am.   

June 20 - Worship all day at the Labyrinth as part of Hanover 
Days.   

June 21 - Father’s Day, Commissioning our Mission Trip group. 

No Evening Worship or indoor Labyrinth  til October. 

��������������������
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THESE ARE A FEW OF MY FAVORITE THINGS: 

Faith Conversations draws to a close with one more chapter 
this month.  What are your Favorite Bible passages?  What 
are some of your favorite lingering questions of faith?  Each 
week on Monday nights at 7:30 you are welcome to gather in 
the church Vestry to share, grow, enjoy fellowship, gain 
insight, and deepen your faith.  Bring your questions and 
Bible passages with you.  No Class on May 4th (Town 
Meeting) and May 25th (Memorial Day). 
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I would like to extend the invitation to new comers to our 
church to gather for a New Comer’s night on May 14th.   We 
will gather in the Church Vestry (where we hold coffee hour) 
from 7:30 til 9 pm.  Those folks wishing to join the church will 
have the opportunity to do so on May 31. 

New Comer’s night is a great chance to meet some more 
church folks and hear more about the history, heritage and 
hopes of our church.  It is not necessary for membership, but 
it is a wonderful time of fellowship. 

If you are interested in joining the church, please call the 
church office by May 10.        ~ Rev. Don 
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On May 31 there is a Congregational Meeting scheduled after 
the 10 am service.  Copies of the Bylaw revisions will be 
available on our church website, www.fcchanoverucc.org and 
in the Vestry during coffee hour.   
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Supper was special that night. There was 
both a heaviness and a holiness hanging in 
the air. We couldn’t explain the mood. 
It was sacred, yet sorrowful. Gathered 
around that table eating that solemn, holy 
meal seemed to us the most important 
meal we had ever sat down to eat. We 
were dwelling in the heart of mystery. 
Though dark the night, Hope felt right— 
as if something evil was about to be con-
quered. And then suddenly the One-Who-
Loved startled us all. He got up from the 
table and put on an apron. Can you imag-

ine how we felt? GOD IN AN APRON! Ten-
derness encircled us as He bowed before 
us. He knelt and said, “I choose to wash 
your feet because I love you.” God in an 
apron, kneeling. I couldn’t believe my 
eyes. I was embarrassed until His eyes met 
mine. I sensed my value then. He touched 
my feet. He held them in His strong,  
brown hands. He washed them. I can still 
feel the water. I can still feel the touch of 
His hands. I can still see the look in His 
eyes. Then He handed me the towel 
and said, “As I have done, so you must 

do.” Learn to bow. Learn to kneel. Let 
your tenderness encircle  everyone you 
meet. Wash their feet– not because you 
have to– but because you want to. It 
seems I’ve stood two thousand years 
holding that towel in my hands. “As I have 
done, so must you do,” keeps echoing in 
my heart. “There are so many feet to 
wash,” I keep saying. “No.” I hear God’s 
voice resounding through the years. 
“There are only My feet. What you do for 
them, you do for Me.” 

����	������
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YOUTH FELLOWSHIP YOUTH FELLOWSHIP YOUTH FELLOWSHIP YOUTH FELLOWSHIP     
On Sunday, May 3 at 7 pm singer-
songwriter Bill Staines will perform a 
concert in the sanctuary to benefit the 
mission trip to Mississippi. For over 30 
years, Bill has traveled throughout North 
America singing his songs and delighting 
audiences. His music is a slice of 
Americana and he has become one of the 
most popular singers on the folk circuit 
today. Interspersed between his own 
songs, Bill includes songs ranging from 
traditional folk tunes to more 
contemporary country ballads. He has 
recorded 22 albums and has appeared on 
A Prairie Home Companion, Mountain 
Stage and The Good Evening Show. 
Artist such as Peter, Paul and Mary, 
Nanci Griffith, Mason Williams, Glen 
Yarborough and others has recorded his 
songs.  
 
You can listen to some of Bill’s music by 
going to www.artistdirect.com and 
typing in Bill Staines. Tickets are $16 for 
adults and $7 for children 12 years and 
under. Tickets are available from Hal 
Thomas or at the mission table in the 
vestry.  Refreshments will be served at 
intermission. Contact Hal Thomas 
halhanover@msn.com or phone 781-826
-7952 for information and tickets. 
 

UPCOMING Junior Youth:   
May 3: Clothing Drive  
May 17: Clothing Drive  
 
UPCOMING Senior Youth:   
No Evening worship in May 
May 9 & 10: Lasagna making 
June 21: Mission Trip 
 

Please join with the 2009 Confirmation 
Class on May 17 for Confirmation 
Sunday.  Krista Brown, Tyler Cheo, Lexi 
Conforto, Dennis Falcione, Andrew Hall, 
Molly Leonard,  Brenna Martin,  Anthony 
McAndrew, Cory Merritt, Karalynn 
Milley,  Tyler Williams. 

May 10:  Mother’s Day…wrap up class 
possibility 

May 17:  CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION CONFIRMATION     

Confirmation, Youth fellowship, youth diaconate and church school schedules are now on Confirmation, Youth fellowship, youth diaconate and church school schedules are now on Confirmation, Youth fellowship, youth diaconate and church school schedules are now on Confirmation, Youth fellowship, youth diaconate and church school schedules are now on 
the church website, as is the Youth fellowship permission slip.the church website, as is the Youth fellowship permission slip.the church website, as is the Youth fellowship permission slip.the church website, as is the Youth fellowship permission slip.    

CHURCH SCHOOLCHURCH SCHOOLCHURCH SCHOOLCHURCH SCHOOL    
Our Symbols of Holy Week rotation has 
been a wonderful one.  Everyone went 
home with a “treasure box” of symbols to 
remind them of all we have learned this 
past month.  Sweet cinnamon smells 
have come from the kitchen each week, 
and the children have made cups to keep 
up the reminders.  We all had a chance to 
see the events of Holy Week in Movie 
Theater.   We had a wonderful parade on 
Palm Sunday and had a chance to listen 
to the beautiful Youth Choir sing about 
Easter. 

May 3:  Beginning of our next, and last 
rotation, will be about Paul 

June 7:  Children’s Day 

June 7:  Kindergarten Graduation 

See you on Sunday!    Deborah J. Bowen 

Congratulations and blessings to our high school seniors that are graduating!  Best 
wishes and prayers go to Ryan Ahearn, Ryan Bray, Ryan Brenner, Emily Conforto, Ian 
Golden, Bryan Gray, Paul Lowe, Gregory MacDonald, Patrick Martin, Chad Merritt, 
Carl Tarbox, and Trent Tivnan. 

Senior Class 2009Senior Class 2009Senior Class 2009Senior Class 2009    

Your Wellness Now! 2009 Expo will be 
held at Riley Hall on Saturday, May 30, 
from 10 am to 5 pm. Come and experi-
ence all types of health and prevention, 
including: 

• Nutrition 
• Chiropractic 

• Massage 
• Acupuncture 
• Fitness, Dance, Yoga Demos 
• Fun for kids of all ages! 
• Fresh foods 
• Homeopathy 

This event is free for the public and raf-
fles are available.  A portion of the pro-
ceeds will benefit the Wellness Center at 
Pathways, a cancer support center in 
Hanover.  Join in to learn, enjoy and sup-
port  a great cause.  Feel free to contact 
Ann Fraser at 781-771-3899. 

YOUR WELLNESS NOW! EXPO AT RILEY HALLYOUR WELLNESS NOW! EXPO AT RILEY HALLYOUR WELLNESS NOW! EXPO AT RILEY HALLYOUR WELLNESS NOW! EXPO AT RILEY HALL    
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Please e-mail the church office (office@fcchanoverucc.org) 
with �����	� , ���	�  and bulletin announcements:   
• To publish announcements in the Sunday InSpire, please e-

mail articles to the church office by Wednesday at 9 am.   
• Bulletin information (names of volunteer greeters, lay 

readers, acolytes and flower donations) is due by Wednes-
day at 9 am. 

• Due to Memorial Day, Summer 
Spire articles are due by e-mail 
on Thursday, May 21 at 9 am.  
Volunteers will collate on Thurs-
day, May 28.   

��	���
���
Ruth Riddle sends her warm regards to everyone who prayed 
and thought about her during her recent hospital stay.  She 
was overwhelmed with gratitude at your showing of care and 
concern and appreciated your visits, cards, gifts, coffee, muf-
fins and overall love.  Thank you from the bottom of her heart. 


